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Our Vision 
To contribute to a better Victoria 
through thoughtful and purposeful 
charitable support and community 
involvement. 

Mission Statement 
To build stronger communities 
by supporting those who are 
disadvantaged, and providing relief to 
their families and carers, by assisting 
needy members of the Fraternity, 
their dependents, and by aiding the 
youth of Victoria to achieve their 
education goals.
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A proud and rich history, investing in 
our communities and your future.

To Freemasons, greatness in life is measured by 
deed, character, charity, trust and the positive effect 
one leaves on this world through generosity of spirit.

We are an organisation of good men, supporting 
each other, our families and communities.

Find out more about us at  
freemasonsfoundation.org

Proudly supported by
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A Word from the Grand Master

The Vision of Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria Limited is to contribute to 
a better Victoria through thoughtful 
and purposeful charitable support 
and community involvement. It makes 
me comfortable in the knowledge 
that the Foundation’s vision affords 
with that of Freemasonry, being an 
organisation of good men, supporting 
each other, their families and 
the community.

As Grand Master of Freemasons 
Victoria I am ever mindful of the 
relationship between the Foundation 
and the members of Freemasons 
Victoria. During the past twelve 
months, the Foundation has not only 
supported many lodge initiatives and 
a diverse range of lodge assisted 
charities but have truly embraced the 
ethos of assisting the community in 
regard to welfare and health.

With the generous support of the 
Foundation to the Australian Prostate 
Cancer Research still alive in my 
memory, the initiative to support 
health for the next generation in a 
$1.8 million-dollar gift to Monash 
Children’s Hospital has truly set 
Freemasonry, once again, as a 
benefactor for the community both 
in Melbourne and the wider south-
east region. Regional Victoria has not 
been forgotten and I have personally 
been involved in the support to 
initiatives at the Nhill Early Years 
Learning Centre and the Swifts Creek 
Bush Nursing Centre. This support is 
heart felt by these communities and 
makes a difference to the growth 
and wellbeing of those living in 
regional Victoria.

I noted in the inaugural Annual Report 
last year that I looked forward to 
the ensuing year and I have not 
been disappointed. In commending 
this report to you I congratulate the 
leadership team of the Foundation 
and all Directors who give their time 
freely to dispense philanthropic giving 
in the name of Freemasonry.

Most Worshipful Brother Don Reynolds 
Grand Master 
Freemasons Victoria
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Chairman’s Report

Welcome to the second Annual 
Report of the Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria Limited.

For over 128 years Freemasons 
have been contributing to 
the Victorian community in a 
charitable and philanthropic 
capacity. Whether it is 
providing relief to persons 
less fortunate than ourselves, 
assisting local organisations 
in their community activities 
or providing education 
opportunities to the youth of 
Victoria, Freemasons strive to 
make the place they live, better 
for all.  

The Foundation is immensely 
proud to be in the privileged 
position to continue these 
traditions and at the same time 
seek to enhance and grow the 
name of Freemasonry in Victoria.  

It is now three years since the 
Foundation was restructured. 
This has enabled significantly 
more funds to be contributed 
back into the community, 
making a real difference to 
the lives and activities of so 
many people.

Partnerships
During the year the Foundation 
was incredibly proud to 
announce the largest and most 
significant grant in our short 
history, $1.8 million ($300,000 
per year for six years) to the 
brand new Monash Children’s 
Hospital. This investment is not 
only significant for Freemasonry, 
it benefits all Victorians.   

The relationship has now 
expanded to a working group 
looking to make the most of 
the partnership. One that not 
only benefits the hospital and 
community, but one that ensures 
the name of Freemasonry, 
and its activities, continues to 
remain strong.

The Foundation also made 
significant contributions to 
Australian Prostate Cancer 
Research and Think Pink. These 
funds and the relationships 
developed are vital, not 
just for the Foundation and 
Freemasonry, but for the general 
community. With each passing 
year Government money is 
shrinking and it is falling to 
charitable organisations to 
fill the void. Developing and 
maintaining partnerships ensure 
charitable dollars through 
synergies goes further.

Lodges
A perfect example of how 
the Foundation plays a key 
role in multiplying charitable 
contributions back into the 
community is via the assistance 
provided to the Freemason 
Lodges across Victoria. Lodges 
are able to apply to the 
Foundation for funding to assist 
in their charitable activities, 
thus making a real difference 
to the causes, projects and 
activities at a local level.  

To Freemason Lodges reading 
this, the Foundation is here to 
support you and your community 
efforts. If you require assistance, 
or would like someone from the 
Foundation to come and speak, 
you only have to ask and we will 
endeavour to assist you. Please 
ensure you are gaining maximum 
benefit from your valuable 
community philanthropic efforts.

Youth 
The Foundation continued 
to build on the history of 
significant investment into the 
youth of Victoria. Over $550k 
was granted via scholarships 
and programs ensuring the 
future leaders of our community 
have every opportunity 
to realise their dreams 
and aspirations.  

Thanks
On behalf of my fellow directors, 
my continued thanks to the 
Members of the Company for 
their continued support, it is 
greatly appreciated.

Thank you to Neil in his role 
as company secretary for 
ensuring everything continues 
to run smoothly.

Finally, my sincere thanks to the 
Directors of the Foundation, as 
volunteers you all do a simply 
amazing job. Everyone should 
be incredibly proud of the work, 
commitment, experience, time 
and passion you bring in making 
a significant difference to not 
only Freemasons but everyone 
in Victoria.  

Andre Clayton 
Chairman 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria
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Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
Organisation Structure

Executive

MR NEIL CRIPPS COMPANY SECRETARY  
APPOINTED NOVEMBER 2016

RW BRO.  
DR JOHN MAYNARD 

(PDGM)

Members

MW BRO.  
DON REYNOLDS  

(GM) 

MW BRO.  
HILLEL BENEDYKT 

(IPGM) 

RW BRO.  
KEITH MURRAY  

(DGM)

RW BRO.  
GEORGE 

SUTHERLAND (PDGM)

MR. PHILIP MAYERS 
APPOINTED 

NOVEMBER 16

Directors

MR. ANDRE 
CLAYTON 

(CHAIRMAN)

MR. DAVID GIBBS 

DR. GEORGE 
STREITBERG  

(DEPUTY CHAIRMAN) 

MS. JANE HILL

MR. TIMOTHY 
CLARK 

MR. MYLES KING

MR. ANDREW 
DEXTER 

MR. BARRY 
MINSTER

MR. TED FINCH

MS. CAROL  
SCHOLES-

ROBERTSON

Sub Committees

Strategic and Partnership 
Advisory Group

Mr. David Gibbs (Chair)

Mr. Philip Mayers

Ms. Jane Hill

Mr Ted Finch

Mr. Ian Urqhart

Petitions and Grants 
Advisory Committee

Mr. Ted Finch (Chair) 

Mr. Myles King

Mr. Bernard Henry

Mr. Terry Clifton

Mr. Graham Flaherty

Finance, Investment 
& Audit Committee 

Ms. Carol Scholes-Robertson 
(Chair)

Mr. Andre Clayton

Mr. Andrew Dexter

Mr. Roy Alderton

Human Resources Advisory 
Committee

Ms. Jane Hill (Chair)

Mr. Timothy Clark

Mr. Ted Finch

Mr. Philip Mayers

Marketing, Communications 
& Funds Development 
Committee

Mr. Myles King (Chair) 

Mr. Timothy Clark 

Mr. Barry Minster OAM

Scholarships and 
Educational Support 
Advisory Committee 

Dr. George Streitberg (Chair)

Mr. Andrew Dexter

Mr. Allan Pigdon

Mr. Roger Manderson 

Mr Alan Roberts

Mr Frank Fordyce resigned as Director November 16
Mr Roy Alderton resigned as Company Secretary November 16
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Board of Directors

MR. ANDRE CLAYTON 
CHAIRMAN

MR. ANDREW DEXTER MR. DAVID GIBBS

MR. BARRY MINSTER

DR GEORGE STREITBERG
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

MR. EDWARD FINCH

MS. JANE HILL

MS. CAROL SCHOLES-ROBERTSON

MR. TIMOTHY CLARK

MR. PHILIP MAYERSMR. MYLES KING

MR. NEIL CRIPPS
COMPANY SECRETARY
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Interchange Outer East
Freemasons within Monash 
Gully District have continued 
their support of Interchange 
Outer East Sibling Program.  
With the support of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria a grant 
of $30,000 was donated in 
November 2016.

The association with Interchange 
Outer East and the setting up 
of the Sibling Program was 
established by RWBro Keith 
Thornton in 2008 who has 
worked tirelessly in promoting 
the program to Freemasons 
within Monash Gully District.

The Interchange Outer East 
Siblings Program is specifically 
aimed at providing opportunities 
for the development of siblings 
of disabled children. The funds go 
to the provision of after school 
activities and camps where 
the children can spend some 
time of their own away from the 

demands of a family situation 
which revolves around the needs 
of their disabled brother or sister. 
Here they join a group of other 
children with the same issues 
and form a support network of 
their own. They are supported 
by the skilled staff and trained 
volunteers who assist them to 
develop in the same way as 
children in more normal family 
circumstances.

Interchange Outer East is a non 
profit organisation which supports 
families who have a disabled child 
or young person with a disability 
living in Melbourne’s outer eastern 
regions of Knox, Maroondah and 
Yarra Ranges. Interchange Outer 
East aims to create opportunities 
and choice for families and young 
people with disabilities through 
offering a range of programs 
and services.

Nhill Early Years 
Freemasons from Lowan Lodge, 
Nhill, together with Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria have 
contributed $51,000 towards 
the completion of the Nhill Early 
Years Hub building project.

With the assistance of the 
Federal, State and Local 
Government funds were 
committed for the project, 
however additional funds 
were required to ensure the 
completion of the much needed 
community asset.

Ken Dodds, Lowan Lodge 
member and Nhill Early Years 
Centre committee member, 
successfully applied for a grant 
from the Foundation. An initial 
grant was approved with an 
agreement that a further grant 
would be payable if the project 
obtained new funding. The NEYC 
fundraising committee set about 
raising the additional funding 
and with the support of local 
organisations and the community 

the money was raised to secure 
the additional grant from the 
Foundation.

Wendy Robbins, Chair of the 
NEYC Fundraising Committee 
explained that “our new Early 
Years Centre is all about creating 
a space where children from 
birth to primary school can 
grow and obtain development 

skills, essential in setting them 
on course for a healthy and 
productive life. The funding 
provided by Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria will support 
an important part of these 
skills for many, many years to 
come.” Wendy also thanked 
Ken Dodds for his dedication 
and persistence in bringing the 
Freemasons grant to fruition.

ANNUAL REPORT
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One of the most important 
aspects of Freemasonry is 
charity, which is a tenet we 
learn at the beginning of 
our Masonic career. As the 
charitable arm of Victorian 
Freemasonry, the Foundation 
is the philanthropic face of 
all Brethren within our local 
communities. It goes without 
saying that we can only carry 
out the tremendous work we 
do within the community with 
the assistance of Victorian 
Lodges and the generous 
giving of our Brethren.

If you appreciate the values 
and work of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria, a simple 
way to help us continue our 
work within the community is 
by making a bequest as part of 
your Will.

A bequest may take the form of:

• The whole or any portion of 
your estate

• A specific sum of money

• Works of art or personal 
effects such as jewellery etc

Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
Limited is the Trustee for The 
Freemasons Public Charitable 
Foundation, which is an income 
tax exempt charitable entity. This 
means that all donations to it of 
$2 or more are tax deductible.

Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
Limited is also the Trustee for 
Freemasons Benevolent Fund. 
Donations can be made to this 
Fund, however such donations 
are not tax deductible.

For further information on making 
a donation or bequest to The 
Freemasons Public Charitable 
Foundation or Freemasons 
Benevolent Fund, please contact 
our Secretary on (03) 9411 0124 
during normal business hours.

Donations and Bequests

Our Supporters

Good men, supporting each other, their families and the community

Charles Wheeler

Deepdene-Balwyn Lodge

Estate of Donald Ernest Leith

Estate of John Connell

Estate of Mr Dennis Farrington

Family of Eliezer Benedykt

Geelong Lodge of Unity & Prudence

Rod Rowe

United Service Lodge

Watsonia Daylight Lodge

The Camberwell Freemasons Hall Trust

Estate of James Holt
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Early this year the Benevolent 
Fund Advisory Committee and 
the Deductible Gift Recipient 
Advisory Committees were 
amalgamated to form the 
Petitions and Grants Advisory 
Committee. It was considered 
that it would be more efficient 
to have all grants reviewed by 
the same committee.

The new committee is made 
up of the following members 
Bernard Henry, Terry Clifton, 
Myles King, Graham Flaherty, Ted 
Finch (Chair) and Neil Cripps the 
Foundation Secretary.

I am fortunate to have such 
willing and committed men 
on this committee. Many 
hours spent on the phone 
and computer is required to 
enable this subcommittee to 
be an effective subcommittee 
of Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria Limited. 

The Foundation supports many 
Lodges with their charitable 
works within the community, 
whether the application is from 
an individual Lodge, district or 
masonic organisation. Some of 
the Lodges we have supported 
in their charitable efforts 
include: Portland Lodge, Sturt-
Buninyong Lodge, Mildura Lodge, 
Baxter Lodge, Lodge Belvoir - 
Wodonga and Monash District 
Gully Lodges.

The projects the Lodges 
have supported vary from 
contributing to the purchase of 
equipment for local charitable 
organisations, community 
food programs and providing 
assistance to local Scouts and 
Girl Guide groups. 

Please remember that all 
Grant applications need 
to be completed using 
the SmartyGrants on line 
application forms available 
on our website at www.
freemasonsfoundation.org. 
If you require assistance or 
wish to discuss an application 
please feel free to contact 
our Secretary, Neil Cripps on 
9411 0124.

We also made substantial 
contributions to organisations 
who applied directly for a grant 
such as Life’s Little Treasures 
Foundation, Inspirational Quilts, 
Kids Under Cover, Sharing 
Stories Foundation and St Kilda 
Community Housing.

Ted Finch 
Chair 
Petitions and Grants 
Advisory Committee

Petitions and Grants 
Advisory Committee.

240 
Grant Applications  

Received

58%
Grant Application 

Approval Rate

$10,404
Average Grant Size 

ANNUAL REPORT
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Swifts Creek Bush Nursing Centre
A successful application 
made by Star of the East 
Lodge, Omeo, to Freemasons 
Foundation has resulted in 
a grant totalling $51,000 to 
Swifts Creek Bush Nursing 
Centre being made for the 
construction of a two bay 
garage for the housing of 
the Tambo Valley Ambulance 
and the Swifts Creek Bush 
Nurse vehicle.

The purpose built shed, built for 
the sub-alpine environment, 
enables the Ambulance to be 
stored in a secure building. 

At a presentation held at 
the Bairnsdale Masonic 
Centre, Freemasons Victoria 
Grand Master, Don Reynolds 
accompanied by Freemasons 
Foundation Director, Myles King 
presented a cheque to Swifts 
Creek Bush Nurse, Sue Carroll, 
Swifts Creek Bush Nursing 
Centre Committee Member, 
Robyn Sandy and Swifts Creek 
Ambulance Community Officer, 
Stephen O’Brien. The Master 
of Star of the East Lodge, 
Stephen Richards and members 
of the Lodge, Kevin Law, Peter 
Sandy and Steve Pearman were 
also present.

The Swifts Creek Bush 
Nursing Centre Committee 
of Management extended 
their gratitude to the Star 
of the East Lodge, Omeo 
and Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria for the very generous 
support and assured those 
present that the time saved 
by the Ambulance Community 
Officers when responding to an 
emergency call out could mean 
the difference between life and 
death when the ambulance is 
garaged locally. 
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Contributing to a Better Victoria

1

3

54

6

2
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1. Donation to Safe Steps Family Violence 
Response Centre to assist in its activities 
and purchase resources used by their 
specialist Family Violence workers to help 
support and advocate for children placed 
in their Safe House accommodation.

2. Donation to St Kilda Community Housing 
to purchase a new work vehicle for their 
social enterprise T2M maintenance service.

3. All Nations Lodge, with the support of 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria, raised 
funds to install a defibrillator in the main 
street of Clunes.

4. Freemasons from Garibaldi Lodge, The 
Lodge of the Golden Fleece and Melbourne 
St.Clair Reunion Lodge joined forces and 
raised over $70,000 for The Northern 
Hospital at their Chicago fundraising event 
in July 2016. With a matching contribution 
from Freemasons Foundation Victoria, 
the hospital was able to purchase Panda 
Resuscitation Warmers.

5. The ladies from Friends of Freemasonary 
with the assistance of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria donated funds to 
Epworth Hospital to purchase a Cosy 
Thermal Cot for the Maternity Ward.

6. Freemasons from Monash Lodge, together 
with Freemasons Foundation, donated 
$5,000 to Very Special Kids to assist with the 
ongoing costs of their respite care program.

7. Geelong Lodge of Unity and Prudence 
with the help of Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria donated money to Hope 
Bereavement Care to assist for the annual 
“Walk of Hope” in Geelong.

8. Freemasons Foundation Victoria announce 
philanthropic gift of $1.8m over 6 years to 
Monash Children’s Hospital.

9. Mildura Lodge, with assistance from 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria, donated 
funds to Sunraysia Scouts to assist with 
developing leadership and confidence.

10. With the support of Freemasons 
Foundation Victoria, Jonadab Lodge 
donated funds to SIDS and Kids 
to purchase materials, fabric and 
haberdashery items for the Treasured 
Babies Program.

11. Donation to Balnarring Occasional Care 
assists in upgrading the playground for 
children attending the centre.

12. Donation to Law Enforcement Torch Run 
to underpin various Special Olympic 
initiatives throughout 2017.

7

9 10

11 12

8
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Scholarship and Educational 
Support Advisory Committee
The scholarships and awards 
granted directly by SESAC cover 
post-secondary education and 
secondary education. 

The number of applicants for 
general academic and specific 
scholarships and awards in 
the fields of the environment, 
architecture, music, civics, 
business, mature age, and 
residential was again large and of 
high calibre. Again the assessors 
were impressed with the quality 
of the students, not only for their 
academic achievement but for 
their contribution to their school 
and the community.

The number of tertiary awards 
was 36, secondary awards 78, 
and music scholarships 3. 2017 
saw inaugural Roy Alderton 
Business Finance, Deepdene-
Balwyn, and Camberwell Trust 
Scholarships awarded. The total 
value of the scholarships and 
awards was $265,000.

The assessment of the applicants 
is time consuming but very 
rewarding. A very dedicated 
group of assessors reviews 
the applications and makes 
recommendations to the Chair of 
the Scholarships, Education and 
Support Advisory Committee. 
I would like to thank Andrew 
Dexter, Roger Manderson, Allan 
Pigdon and Alan Roberts for their 
dedication and time in reviewing 
the applications. The music 
scholarships are subject to an 
audition with two adjudicators and 
the Chair of SESAC in attendance. 
These recommendations are 

reviewed and then passed to the 
FFVL Board for ratification.

The Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria Scholarship is tenable for 
the duration of the undergraduate 
degree and is valued at $10,000 
per year. The Freemasons Post-
Secondary Education Awards are 
for one year and range in value 
from $3000 to $5000. The Dr. 
Robin Gray Music Scholarship 
($5000/year) is tenable for the 
duration of the undergraduate 
degree (subject to satisfactory 
academic progress). In addition 
the Eliezer Benedykt Memorial 
Music Scholarship and the Bill 
Burrell Memorial Scholarship are 
awarded for one year.

The secondary school awards 
are divided into Years 7, 8,9,10. 
The Senior School awards 
are for two years, Years 11 
and 12, and are subject to 
satisfactory completion of Year 
11.  In addition there are 6 Year 
12 scholarships for students who 
have completed Year 11. This 
recognizes that some students 
mature later and gives an 
opportunity to this group.

The Scholarships and Awards 
presentation was held at the 
MCEC on Wednesday, 10th 
May. It was a wonderful evening 
with close to 400 students 
and families coming from all 
over Victoria to be part of this 
significant recognition of our 
outstanding recipients. An 
inspirational address by the 
Grand Master was followed by his 
presentation of the Freemasons 

Foundation Victoria Scholarship 
to Ms. Jemima Montag. The 
Melbourne Youth Orchestra 
played Mendelsohn’s “String 
Symphony No 2” under conductor 
Dr. David Le Guen. The String 
Symphony No 2 was composed 
when Mendelsohn was 12. During 
the presentations Mr. James 
Earl, who was awarded the Dr. 
Robin Gray Memorial Scholarship, 
played “Three London Places” by 
Peter Meecham. 

Bursaries have also been 
awarded during the year to 
students who require financial 
assistance to continue their 
studies. These take into account 
the income of the students and 
their academic progress. 

FMV Lodge Scholarships
SESAC continues to support FMV 
lodges with their local community 
scholarships, bursaries, and 
awards for primary and secondary 
students. The year 2016 – 17 
saw $55,000 given for this 
purpose. It is pleasing to hear of 
the widespread appreciation for 
these awards given to the local 
schools. The awards are generally 
for academic excellence, some 
for need, many specify that the 
students should exhibit support 
for other students, leadership, 
team spirit, and some are specific 
as in music. Consultation with 
the local schools is a hallmark of 
these scholarships.

Dr. George Streitberg 
Chair of SESAC

“The Freemasons bursary made it possible for me to complete my 
studies in certificate IV in Veterinary Nursing. Without this assistance 
I would have had to withdraw from my study due to financial hardship 
and the high cost of unsubsidised fees. It brings me great joy after 
more than 10 years in the animal industry to have my skills formally 
recognised by obtaining my certificate. Having achieved formal 
training I can now pursue further avenues within my career such as 
diplomas in veterinary nursing, practice management or teaching. I 
cannot thank the Freemasons enough for helping me achieve my goal.”

Rachel Blyth

ANNUAL REPORT
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“The Dr Robin Gray Scholarship has 
been a huge help. So far, I have used it 
to pay for my new B flat trumpet which 
I played at the Scholarship Presentation 
evening. In the future, it will be used to 
help pay for instrument services, and 
also for purchasing either a piccolo or 
D/E flat trumpet, or both. Being awarded 
this scholarship has meant a lot to me 
and certainly my family as well, because 
it means and has meant that I can 
purchase new trumpets which otherwise 
I would not have had for a few years. This 
means that I can have my instruments in 
the best condition, and that they are the 
best that I can get; which in turn aids 
my improvement significantly. On top of 
this, I have used the money to pay for my 
Trinity ATCL associate diploma exam, 
which will take place later this year.”

Below Hillel Benedykt and James Earl

5

1

2

3

4

6

1. Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
Scholarship 2017 recipient Jemima 
Montag with Don Reynolds Grand 
Master

2. Scholarship recipients from Portland

3. Inaugural recipient of The Roy Alderton 
Business Finance Scholarship Kathryn 
Ashe with Roy Alderton

4. Lodge of Tradition Award recipient 
Madeline Finlay with Dr George 
Streitberg Chair of SESAC

5. Andrew Dexter Director with year 11 
Scholarship recipients

6. Keith Murray Deputy Grand Master 
with year 7 scholarship recipients
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The Foundation is now in 
its third year under its new 
structure. The governance 
framework continues to evolve 
as we grow to understand the 
opportunities and challenges of 
this significant fund managed 
by Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria as Trustee for The 
Freemasonsa Public Charitable 
Foundation and Freemasons 
Benevolent Fund. 

Strategic and Partnership 
Advisory group of the Board was 
established this year to develop 
ongoing opportunities and 
partnerships with organisations 
and to oversee the Foundations 
strategy to enable advancement 
of the reputation of Freemasonry 
in Victoria as a caring, charitable 
and community-minded 
organisation.

The Foundation seeks to make 
grants that are aligned with 
our brand as Freemasons, 
contribute to the well being 
of the people of Victoria and 

wherever possible work in 
conjunction with Lodges and 
Districts. We do not limit grant 
making to specific sectors 
although we have little interest 
in contributing to recurring 
administrative overheads of 
charitable institutions.

The Foundation has forged 
strong and growing relationships 
with recipients of significant 
grants. Each of these recipients 
has liaison committees on which 
the recipient representatives 
and Freemasons come together 
regularly to further the mutual 
opportunities. Our relationship 
might start with the grant 
which we hope will lead to a 
much deeper engagement in 
which Freemasons contribute 
in differing ways including 
volunteering in their support.

In a strategic sense the 
Foundation seeks to fund large 
grants and small grants. It works 
with Lodges and will often match 
or further enhance Lodge fund 

raisings. This sub committee 
receives expressions of interest 
from recipients for analysis and 
discussion prior to a full grant 
application being made.

The opportunities to 
demonstrate the value of 
Freemasonry in the Victorian 
community through the 
Foundation are believed 
to be very strong. The sub 
committee is giving thought 
to growth of the corpus of 
the Foundation through the 
combination of various factors 
which may include the solid 
performance of investments; 
reinvestment of income; 
bequests and the creation of 
a sub-fund product for donors. 
In this way, Freemasons will 
continue to have the resources 
to do excellent work in their 
Victorian communities.

David Gibbs 
Chair 
Strategic and Partnerships 
Advisory Group

Strategic and Partnership 
Advisory Group
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Barry E. Minster  
OAM

On Australia Day 2017, RWBro. 
Barry Minster PSGW was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia 
for service to the community 
particularly in supporting 
charitable organizations.

Barry, a 36 year Freemason, 
was thrilled to be recognized 
for his voluntary work over the 
past 20 years as being part of 
several committees of Grand 
Lodge including eleven years on 
the Board of Benevolence and 
now serving as a Director on the 
Freemasons Foundation Victoria 
Board since 2014.

His citation specifically points 
out these aspects of serving our 
masonic community and Barry 
said that he is fortunate to have 
been singled out for this award.

At the April 2017 Grand 
Installation, Barry was further 
honoured by MWBro. Donald 
Reynolds, Grand Master who 
presented him with the Grand 
Master’s Order of Service.

Married to Judith, a clinical 
psychologist with two daughters 
and one grandson, Barry 
has retired from full time 
employment having worked for 
many years in the broadcast 
television industry as a 
producer, director and manager 
after serving in the military.

When asked about the 
importance of philanthropy, Barry 
felt it was imperative that each 
of us should practice “Charity – 
wherever possible and whenever 
it was appropriate”. 

“We are taught the value of 
benevolence in our ceremonies 
and all too often it is easy to 
leave it to someone else”

Barry has also served the 
community in the honorary roles 
of a Bail Justice and as a Justice 
of the Peace for over 20 years.
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Freemasons Foundation Victoria Limited 
for the year ended 30 June 2017

The Freemasons Public 
Charitable Foundation

Freemasons  
Benevolent Fund

2017  
(‘000)

2016 
(‘000)

2017  
(‘000)

2016  
(‘000)

Investment income 1,143 1,043 2,540 2,409

Other income 40 246 53 132

Funds distributed (593) (580) (1,325) (976)

Operating expense (111) (116) (278) (271)

Net surplus for the year 479 593 990 1,294

Net Assets 15,527 14,804 35,049 33,186

To obtain a copy of the full financial reports for the year, please visit our website at 
www.freemasonsfoundation.org

Financial Summary

$3.8m
Income

10.3%
Operating costs 
as a percentage 

of income

369
Grants  

approved

$1.9m
Funds  

distributed

Highlights of the 2017 Financial Year

Created by popcornartsfrom the Noun Project

ANNUAL REPORT
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How distributed funds contributed to a better Victoria

$729,000
$633,000

HEALTH COMMUNITY SERVICES 
& WELFARE 

YOUTH CONTRIBUTION 
FROM FREEMASON 
VICTORIA LODGES 

$556,000

$400,000

72%
Applications 
approval rate

$1.5m
Surplus to support 

maintenance of 
capital income

$48.4m
Managed funds for 

charitable activities

$

Freemasons Foundation Victoria Contribution

19



Thank you from Lake Boga 
Junior Sporting Club

ANNUAL REPORT
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With the support of Freemasons Foundation Victoria, Lake Boga Junior Sporting Club was able 
to purchase sporting equipment to assist in increasing the opportunity of children participating 
in sporting activities within the community.
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FREEMASONS 
FOUNDATION

Trustee for The Freemasons Public Charitable 
Foundation and Freemasons Benevolent Fund

Freemasons Foundation Victoria Limited
A.C.N 159 528 122

P.O. Box 553, East Melbourne , Vic, 8002
Phone: (03) 9411 0124

Email: Foundation@freemasonsvic.net.au
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